Behind the Redwood Curtain:
Cannabis in California

Anonymous

CAMP Narcotics Agent 1990s

In the 1980s, he came to Ukiah for training on how to handle cannabis in the Emerald triangle,
they were doing such things as something called whacking and stacking, which is cutting down
and stacking up for a removal.

1997 was a DEA aerial observation school in Ukiah with practice flying over known grows for
recognition ID of foliage and Irrigation from helicopters and airplanes.

There was also something called an incident camp out of Ukiah airport going on for several
decades.

One strange incident was locals, rated all the aircraft and put sand in the gas tanks to shut the
project down, it was in a secure guarded area, but they’ve managed to infiltrate anyway.

He flew around for about a week above grows, these were both mostly local cops and some
narcotics agents not feds.

They would recognize what looks like a grow and get the location. Create a search warrant to go
in, they were using Sacramento County sheriff Huey copters.

He was struck by the beauty of what he was flying over in the amazing area with its natural
beauty, and especially seeing houses sometimes in the middle of nowhere, which his friend told
him were worth about $150,000.

At one point weed was getting $7500 per pound on the street in LA, and there were a lot of
armed sellers with up to 1000 pounds of weed on site, it was a very dangerous street scene in LA
created by the high-quality and high price Mendocino weed availability.

The choice in LA was either $7500 a pound, or $350 a pound for Mexican brick weed, filled
with seeds and stems.
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At one point, there was smuggling of really high-quality weed from Canada, some bud the
quality of Mendocino, even he describes an old man in a motorhome, moving it across the
border.

He also worked the Mexican border in San Ysidro doing vehicle inspection looking for weed,
there were dogs and he could recognize the concept of a car that looked like it was a problem and
pulled them over for secondary

Years 2000 to 2004, we were selling for $7000 on the streets with the guns and violence.

The raids were looking for large plants and lots of plants, and at one time there was a 10,000

plant bust with 9 foot trees, huge amounts by weight!

When they took them out for credit about the weight and the numbers, they were expected to also
take the route because somehow that approved it was a whole plant

They were looking for big grows, cartels and troublemakers, and they did raids from the air

They did a lot of cleanup, chemicals, fertilizer, rat, poison, a big mess of plastic, irrigation stuff.
A lot of piles of crap were lifted out by helicopter by DEA and the local sheriff.

The way this translated onto the streets was these bad characters would be involved. There would
even be risks of a drug war, people carrying a K 47 and ammo in the mountains on the trails, and
they were expected to be ambushing them on trails in Federal Park and for Service lands but they
didn’t really want to mix in that way with a gun fight in the forest.

They would try to videotape a manufacturer of a grow and get a conviction out of the videotape.

Mostly, they could only find just workers on. These grows no owners were around, and it would
have to be followed up in the courts with that

So tactical raids with guns happened, even if it was just workers.

The cartels were stealing, each other’s crops, and they were killings up here in the Emerald
triangle

Kind of wild, wet stuff, shooting shootings, armed ass suspects, it was hard to get a rest.

He didn’t like the idea of cutting and taking plants. He really wanted to get the bad guys rather
than collect plant material. But the enforcement people wanted the plant count to fund the
department, getting reimbursed from federal government for numbers of plants.

In order to file charges, they had to have 10,000 minimum plants, including root ball

S 28 MENDOCING
‘ {unn}’%fsm

.
-




Some federal property, some state properties and private properties
This was over the course of 10 years during the summer, a lot between Ukiah and the coast

He feels decriminalization was a failure because the drugs are still on the street. People are still
making trouble for each other.

Honestly, narcotics is much more interested in meth and Coke and heroin, the biggest problems
now in Los Angeles are heroin and people living under bridge is completely strung out.

One method of recovery and busting people was to target people sending Pat out by boxes. They
would get a dog alert from the local police at a destination by either FedEx or UPS, then they
would get a circular about 30 minutes after delivery they would go in and read the place for the
drugs, and take any money and try to follow everything back to the origin point

Sometimes they would go into hydroponic stores and follow the people back to their places, and
also they were looking at electricity being stolen and wired around meters.

Basically law-enforcement couldn’t keep up. The courts were sent to people even though Dea
could make a case it may have not been sticking.

72 MENDOCINC
COUNTY freuseurnt

exhibit envoy

i Cur Slory
ief - :




Tras el telon de secuoyas:
El cannabis en California

Andénimo
Agente antinarcoticos del programa CAMP en los aiios 90

En la década de 1980, llegd a Ukiah para recibir capacitacion sobre como gestionar el tema del
cannabis en el "Tridngulo Esmeralda"; alli realizaban operaciones conocidas como *whacking
and stacking* (cortar y apilar), que consistian en talar las plantas y amontonarlas para su
posterior retirada.

En 1997, participd en un curso de observacion aérea de la DEA en Ukiah, realizando vuelos de
practica sobre cultivos conocidos para aprender a identificar el follaje y los sistemas de riego
desde helicopteros y aviones.

También existié durante varias décadas una base de operaciones (o campamento de incidentes)
con sede en el aeropuerto de Ukiah.

Un incidente curioso ocurrié cuando los lugarefios sabotearon las aeronaves, echando arena en
los depdsitos de combustible para intentar detener el proyecto; a pesar de que la zona estaba
vigilada y protegida, lograron infiltrarse.

Paso cerca de una semana sobrevolando cultivos; los equipos estaban formados
mayoritariamente por policias locales y algunos agentes antinarcéticos, pero no agentes
federales.

Identificaban lo que parecia ser un cultivo y obtenian su ubicacion para tramitar una orden de
registro; utilizaban helicopteros del sheriff del condado de Sacramento.

Le impresiono la belleza de la zona que sobrevolaba, un lugar de gran atractivo natural, y le
llamaba especialmente la atencion ver casas en medio de la nada que, segiin le comentaba un
amigo, estaban valoradas en unos 150.000 ddlares.

Hubo un momento en que la marihuana se vendia a 7.500 dolares la libra en las calles de Los
Angeles, donde abundaban vendedores armados que almacenaban hasta 1.000 libras del
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producto; se vivia una situacion callejera muy peligrosa en la ciudad, derivada de la
disponibilidad de marihuana de alta calidad y elevado precio procedente de Mendocino.

En Los Angeles, la eleccion estaba entre pagar 7.500 dolares por libra o 350 délares por la

marihuana mexicana prensada en ladrillos, llena de semillas y tallos.

En cierta etapa, también hubo contrabando de marihuana de gran calidad desde Canada —
cogollos comparables a los de Mendocino—; incluso recuerda el caso de un anciano que

transportaba la mercancia a través de la frontera en una autocaravana.

También trabajo en la frontera mexicana, en San Ysidro, inspeccionando vehiculos en busca de
marihuana; utilizaban perros y ¢l sabia identificar qué vehiculos parecian sospechosos, por lo que
los desviaba a una zona de inspeccion secundaria.

Entre los afios 2000 y 2004, la droga se vendia en la calle a 7000 ddlares, en un entorno marcado

por las armas y la violencia.

Las redadas se centraban en localizar grandes cultivos y una gran cantidad de plantas; en una
ocasion se incautaron 10 000 plantas, algunas de casi tres metros de altura: juna cantidad enorme
en términos de peso!

Al contabilizar el peso y el nimero de plantas, también se incluia la planta entera en el recuento,

ya que eso servia para validar la incautacion.

Buscaban grandes plantaciones, cérteles y delincuentes peligrosos, y realizaban incursiones

aéreas.

Llevaban a cabo labores de limpieza exhaustivas para retirar productos quimicos, fertilizantes,
raticidas, grandes cantidades de pléstico y equipos de riego. La DEA y el sheriff local retiraban

en helicoptero montones de basura y desechos.

Esto se traducia en la calle en la presencia de individuos peligrosos. Existia incluso el riesgo de
una guerra por el narcotrafico; habia gente armada con AK-47 y municion recorriendo los
senderos de las montafias. Se temia que tendieran emboscadas en los caminos de los parques
federales y terrenos del Servicio Forestal, aunque en realidad evitaban involucrarse en tiroteos
dentro del bosque.

Intentaban grabar en video a los responsables del cultivo para lograr una condena basandose en
esas imagenes.

i MENDOCIN(
COUNTY %&fsm




Por lo general, solo encontraban a trabajadores en los cultivos, nunca a los duefios, lo que
complicaba el proceso judicial posterior.

Aun asi, se llevaban a cabo redadas tacticas con armas, aunque solo hubiera trabajadores

presentes.

Los carteles se robaban las cosechas entre si y se producian asesinatos aqui, en el "Triangulo
Esmeralda".

Era una situacion salvaje y caodtica: tiroteos, sospechosos armados... apenas se podia descansar.

A ¢él no le gustaba la idea de limitarse a cortar y llevarse plantas; preferia capturar a los
delincuentes antes que incautarse del material vegetal. Sin embargo, las autoridades querian
contabilizar las plantas para financiar el departamento, ya que recibian reembolsos del gobierno

federal en funcion del numero de ejemplares incautados.
Para presentar cargos, debian incautar un minimo de 10.000 plantas, incluyendo el cepellon.
Habia propiedades federales, estatales y privadas involucradas.

Esto ocurrio a lo largo de diez afios, durante los veranos, principalmente en la zona entre Ukiah y
la costa.

El considera que la despenalizacion fue un fracaso porque las drogas siguen en las calles y la
gente continia causandose problemas mutuamente.

Sinceramente, a la division de narcoticos le interesan mucho mas la metanfetamina, la cocaina y
la heroina; los mayores problemas actuales en Los Angeles son la heroina y las personas que
viven bajo los puentes, totalmente consumidas por la adiccion.

Un método para lograr incautaciones y detenciones consistia en vigilar los envios de paquetes.
Recibian una alerta de la policia local en el lugar de destino —tras una deteccion canina en
envios de FedEx o UPS— vy, unos 30 minutos después de la entrega, irrumpian en el sitio para
buscar drogas e incautar dinero, intentando rastrear todo el proceso hasta el punto de origen.

A veces vigilaban tiendas de cultivo hidroponico y seguian a los clientes hasta sus domicilios;
también investigaban casos de robo de electricidad mediante conexiones que puenteaban los
contadores.

Basicamente, las fuerzas del orden no daban abasto. Los tribunales procesaban a los individuos,
pero aunque la DEA lograba armar un caso, a veces este no prosperaba.
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